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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

I would like to commence this report by 
wishing every Member a wonderful 2018 and 
thanking you for your loyalty and support over 
the last year. 2017 has been a challenging year 
with a substantial reduction in revenue from 
our gaming section, and  large increases in 
electricity and insurance costs – fortunately 
these difficulties have been slightly offset by 
gains in all other sections of our resort. I would 
like to thank our General Manager, Operations 
Manager and staff for their sterling effort 
in achieving as a small profit despite these 
challenges, which will be announced in our 
Annual Report.  

In an endeavour to maintain the momentum 
towards a further profit in 2018 the Board 
has instructed the General Manager and 
Operations Manager to seek other avenues 
of revenue improvement and cost savings, 
and any decisions in this regard will be 
announced as implemented. We thank you for 
your understanding, as the staff are working 
to ensure that strategic improvements are 
made so that Howlong Golf Resort remains 
successful for another 90+ years.

It has been drawn to my attention that 
members are using Social Media as a forum 
to voice feedback about the Resort that is 
not constructive. We welcome constuctive 
feedback and value your views. Whilst 
changes are being implemented we hope 
members understand that staff and the board 
have the members best interest in mind and 
are making well thought out strategic business 
operations.

On a positive note congratulations must go to 
the MDGA Junior Squad who made it to the 

semi-finals, what an amazing result. I would 
like to thank the support team, which included 
Janet Rogers, Penny Graeber and Steve 
Philiponi for their contributions. We are so 
proud of the young talent in the region. Keep 
up the great work!

As the Bowls Classic gets underway I have 
heard many positive comments about the 
quality of the bowling greens, which is a credit 
to our bowls volunteers who now perform the 
work on the greens. My congratulations to 
Wally and his team for their hard work.

Members will have noticed that Szeto Asian 
Kitchen has commenced service and despite 
some minor teething problems the standard 
of meals is outstanding. I can personally 
recommend the Crispy Beef and Special 
Fried Rice.

A new motorised Bunker Rake is now in 
operation and players should reap the benefit 
if unlucky enough to find a bunker. Please 
remember to repair your footprints as you 
leave and place the hand rake in the centre of 
the bunker parallel to the fairway.  We have all 
be frustrated by our ball not finding the centre 
of a bunker as a result of an improperly placed 
rake.

If members have any ideas, thoughts or 
feedback about the golf course, please direct 
them to the Director of Golf, General Manager 
or Operations Manager. The Superintendent 
and his staff have been approached by 
members with some minor complaints. We 
have given our members notice about the 
proper communication channels, and hope 
that this will not continue in future.  
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What’s On

CROQUET NEWS

I would like to wish all our members a very 
happy and prosperous new year.

As all members are probably aware your 
committee were successful in obtaining a 
grant from the NSW Government and with 
other donations we have received will now 
allow us to have three courts constructed 
instead of just two. We hope this work will be 
carried out early this year.

We will be arranging to play at other courts in 
the area while the work is carried out on our 
courts, so we will be still able to get a  game 
or two.

Due to the very hot weather we have decided 
to open the courts at 8.30am on a Monday 
morning or you are welcome to join us for a 
9.30am start.There will be no play on Monday 
pm.

PLEASE BE AT THE COURTS 15 MINUTES 
BEFORE STARTING TIME.

The committee would like to wish Eddie 
Fleming a speedy recovery from his ill health 
and we hope to see him back on the courts 
as soon as possible. 

Graeme Haynes - Chairman Croquet



Welcome to all golfing greats - that means 
YOU, YOU and YOU! Every week someone has 
a magnificent score, putt, out of the bunker 
experience! So while we are able to let’s enjoy the 
weather, the golf, and above all the company of 
the day. Some golfers have begun their travels 
already  to Shoalhaven, Illawarra, Tocumwal, 
Cobram and to all the local Opening Days in 
N.S.W and VIC.

To mention a few -
Thurgoona                   12 February
Albury    22 February
North East Ladies Golf     23 February
Wagga City                       13 March
Finley                                16 March
Howlong’s Open Day 4 BBB 28 March

WOMEN’S GOLF NEWS

Entries are now open. Get in early as this is a 
very popular day for all local golfers. Pennant for 
North  East will begin the last week of February. 
All information will be given to the Captain at the 
Opening Day of North East on the Friday 23rd at 
Yarrawonga. The Captain will inform all players 
where and when they will be playing that evening. 
We wish the Pennant team the best of luck and 
enjoy your games.

Great to see so many ladies supporting the 
Howlong Vets on the 1st Monday of the month, 
at Corowa  on the 2nd Monday of the month and 
the North East Vets on the 3rd/4th Monday of the 
month. Well done ladies.

In March I will be collecting $10.00 for the N.S.W  
Veteran Ladies Golf $5.00 to N.S.W and other for 
the gifts you receive from me.

The N.S.W Veterans Stickers should be here 
soon. Once again Ladies, best stick forward, eyes 
down and good luck in all your golfing pursuits.

Di Tyrell Miller, Ladies Golf Committee
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MEN’S BOWLS NEWS

As previously mentioned the hot weather has 
had a huge impact on our Club competition 
bowls numbers over the last couple of months 
which has interrupted our Club days.This period 
is also when our Club Championship matches 
are played.  Those who have played have been 
starting in the mornings to avoid the heat.  
First round matches to be played by the end of 
January.

The Albury and District pennant season has 
commenced with round 4 just completed. Our 
grade 3 team is in 2nd place to our old adversary 
in North Albury.  Our grade 5 team is in the middle 
of the group at this stage and our grade 6 team 
is now off the bottom of the ladder after a win 
over Henty last week.  It was a little unusual last 
week as all of our grades played at home against 
three different clubs.  This put a big strain on our 
lady bowlers who provided the afternoon teas.  
Thank you very much ladies.

Another ongoing bowls event is the Albury and 
District over 60’s Veterans competition being 
a 3 bowl, triples event. The final 3 rounds will 
be at Walla Walla on 14 February, The Rock 
on 28 February and at Lavington on 14 March. 
This is a quality event and teams can be made 
up for each round.  Any members wanting to 
participate on any or all of these dates please 
contact Ron Furness so we can get some teams 
together and enter.

Our Club is set to host the Albury and District 
pairs commencing next Sunday 4 February and 
continuing over the next 3 weekends. A few 
of our Club members are participating in this 
tournament and we wish all of them well.

Ron Furness, Men’s Bowls Committee
  



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

It has been a busy summer on course to 
date for the ground staff team. Humidity and 
heat combined with the requirements for 
heavy irrigating have meant more mowing 
than previous summers is required. Selective 
chemical are being used to control growth 
rates on certain areas to avoid excessive 
growth and buildup of clip from the mowers.

Some recent feedback from golfers has been 
that the bunkers have been packed down and 
not as fluffy as usual. A recent addition to 
our fleet of machinery is a Kubota Baroness 
Mechanical Bunker Rake (pictured right). This 
will improve the bunker presentation and will 
be used twice weekly in conjunction with hand 
raking to improve bunker playing conditions. 
Some of our older bunkers do not drain sand 
well and are on the priority list to be rebuilt 
as capital funds allow. This will also save in 
labour and free up staff to attend to other jobs 
required.      

Some other additional pieces of machinery 
the club has invested in as part of its 
Machinery Capital Replacement plan are a 
new Toro GR3250 Greens mower and a Toro 
MDX workman runaround vehicle. Previous 
machines used in this role have either been 
stepped down or traded in. Our fleet of 
equipment is vital to presenting the golf course 
to a high standard with minimal breakdowns 
and maximum efficiency.

Other jobs the ground staff have been attending 
to besides general mowing are Kikuyu control 
in all closely mown areas, weed control under 
trees, insect, beetle, poa and fungus control 
in greens, bunker base leveling, and debris 
removal in roughs.

We will be putting the word out for volunteers 
to assist with on course working bee’s in 
the next month. With the recent reduction in 
groundstaff numbers we ask members to get 
involved to assist with tasks such as garden 
bed clean-ups, tree trimming and debris raking 
and removal in the roughs. This has worked 
well in the past and will improve the overall 

presentation of the course. It will be a weekly 
event to be followed by refreshments in the 
clubhouse. A coordinator will be nominated 
to work with the course Superintendent to get 
this reinstated.   

Our new team of volunteers lead by Bowls 
Manager Wally Bourne have made some 
really positive inroads to what is all new to 
them. The club congratulates these members 
for the results being achieved on the bowling 
greens and encourages extra helpers to jump 
onboard to spread the workload. The greens 
are shaping up well for the annual invitational 
classic on the 7-8 February which is another 
sold out event.

I encourage golfers to be as vigilant as 
possible in repairing pitch marks on greens 
correctly as many are visible on par 3 greens 
and shorter par 4 greens. We have a sand 
dusting program in place to also help alleviate 
this and improve ball roll.

We have used approximately 70 megalitres of 
ground water on course this season out of a 
possible 209 megalitre entitlement. 

Paul Irvine, Course Superintendent
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The format is 2B stableford using the best 
score for 6 holes, both scores for 6 holes and 
multiplying both scores for the final 6 holes.

The Summer Series is nearing completion 
with the final regular round this Sunday and 
the final the following Sunday. In Division 1 
three teams have a chance of playing in the 
final with Forrest Gumps on 18 points, Remrah 
on 16 points and Pro shop 2 on 15 points. 
In Division 2 despite Swipe Right losing last 
week they have 16 points with Ring Ins 13 
points and Coodabeens on 12.5 and are in a 
strong position to make the final. In the Player 
of the year John Arthur is undefeated and 
leads with 18 points followed by three players 
Cliff Harmer, Anthony Harmer and Rob Forrest 
all on 14 points. As Gumps play Remrah in the 
final round these four players are set to play 
against each other to decide who takes out 
the award.

Rob Forrest - Captain

MEN’S GOLF NEWS

There have been 3 rounds of the Summer Cup 
completed and there are several players in with 
a realistic chance of winning. Unfortunately 
2 of these Ray and Wendel will be overseas 
(Tasmania) and will not be able to improve 
their position. Players who have already played 
3 rounds will be able to drop their worst score 
if they play the final round on Saturday the 10th 
of February. 

The  Leaders are  
Ian Charles  113    
Paul Purtell  110   
Wendel Reitenbach 109
Ray  Reid 109
David Robertson  109
Stuart  James 107   
Tony  Caunt  107    

Noel  Stewart, Zac Grubisa and Ian Bain and 
several other players have only played 2 rounds 
but could still take out the award with a good 
score in the final round.

The Scratch Pennant starts on Sunday 18th of 
March with our Captain Vaughan Saunders in 
the process of assembling a strong team to 
represent Howlong. They will be competing 
against teams from Thurgoona, Albury, 
Wodonga, Yarrawonga and Corowa.

The club was represented by 32 players at the 
North East Vets event at Yarrawonga. Only 2 
players from Howlong figured in the prizes 
with Resort member Kym Melville finishing 
2nd in Division 3 with 38 points and Peter 
Smith winning NTP on the 2nd hole which he 
described as the nearest thing he has had to a 
hole in one. The next event is at Bright on the 
26th of February.

Also a reminder to all male golfers we will be 
holding a Split Sixes event on Saturday the 
18th of March with an additional prize of $100 
each to the winners as well as the daily prizes. 

Image: John, Greg, Rob and Doug a part of the Summer 
Series.



The Super Sixes 2018 Summer/ Autumn edition commenced on Thursday, February 11. Eleven 
teams are playing their trade over the next 6 weeks. Each week players alternate between the 
Hillside Course (Holes 1,2,3,4,5 and 6) and the Lakeside Course ( Holes 10,11,12,16,17 and 18).

OUTSTANDING VALUE

NAOL EMOH DEXIF RAE
Y 

1 DEIPUCCO RENWO

Our Hume Property Package 

Will save you now 
and in the long run
$1,227 $35,6451 2

AVERAGE YEARLY SAVINGS OVER THE LIFE OF THE LOAN

Apply online 
humebank.com.au/fullpackage

1/45 Hawkins St
Howlong, NSW 2643

Terms, conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. 1The average yearly saving is based on the 
Standard Variable Rate (SVR) with the Hume Property Package (HPP) discount applied, excluding the 
first year. 2This calculation is an estimate only and is based on a 30 year Principal and Interest loan term 
of $250,000 assuming that minimum repayments are made monthly. This calculation is based on rates 
effective 1 December 2017. Hume Bank Limited ABN 85 051 868 556 AFSL & Australian Credit Licence 
No. 244248.

SUPER SIXES

Pos Team H'cp Player 1 Player 2 Player 3 Player 4 gross nett Prize
1 The Disco's 2 3/4  W.HANNAN A. ARNOT  S. JAMES M. BLUMOSER 19 16 1/4 $17.50
2 GANG 2 3/5 N. BATT G. HOSKIN J. ROGERS G. KRAUSE 19 16 3/7 $12.50
3 Howbarn Bandits 4 P. IRVINE S. EASTWOOD H. SARAU M. SARAU 21 17 $10.00
4 Groenewald Building 3 B. GROENEWALD D. POOLE M. BARRACLOUGH R. GROENEWALD 20 17
5 M&N's 4 3/4 L. NOTHROP G. MARTIN J. TREVETHAN D. NOTHROP 22 17 1/4
6 The Yappers 3 2/3 G. O'HALLORAN P. RICHES R. STEVENS C. RICHARDSON 21 17 1/3
7 MC's 3 1/5 D. TYRELL-MILLER J. COX S. COX C. BIRD 21 17 4/5
8 Merry Widows 5 1/6 C. ERICSON A. CLIFFORD A. RASMUSSEN L. CROCKER 24 18 5/6
9 Easybeats 5 3/4 B. ALLISON A. WOOLEY L. NOONAN K. ALLISON 25 19 1/4

10 4 Nations 4 1/4 K. REDHEAD M.J. URSU P REDHEAD M URSU 24 19 3/4
11 Bandit Bowlers 4 2/9 J. BRUNDELL G. LEE A.LEE 24 19 7/9

 Super Sixes Results Week 1.  Expreesway stakes
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WOMEN’S BOWLS NEWS

NEW WEBSITE

“Congratulations” to Margaret Bourne on 
winning the Club Consistency competition 
and to the Runner-up Dianne Fletcher, and a 
big “thank you” to the eight members who 
entered the competition this year and played
in what can only be described as pretty warm 
weather.  

A Riverina District Delegates’ Meeting was held 
on 29 January, and a Report will be provided at 
the next General Meeting.  

Two of our members (Margaret Bourne and 
Dianne Fletcher) have been selected to play 
in the Ruth Reiher Trophy Event, now being 
held at the Wagga Wagga R.S.L., instead of 
the Lockhart Bowling Club, on Tuesday 13 
February.    “Good Luck” to all members of the 
Riverina District teams when they compete 
against the Central Riverina ladies.  As we have 
done for so many years we have lost count, 
Eileen Wiersma and I are hoping to attend this 
event and support our District players.   

A General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
7 February at 10.30am  The reason we are 
not playing bowls on this day is because our 
men are holding an Invitation Classic Two-
Bowl Triples event.   It would be pleasing if all 
members could attend this meeting, because 
our next one will be held April, immediately 
after Easter.   

Three Howlong teams entered the RDWBA 
Senior Pairs competition being played  at the 
Commercial Club from the 30th January, 2018.              
RDWBA Pennants commenced on 1st 
February, 2018. As previously advised, our 
side is playing in Grade 3.  Members selected 
to play in the first game (against Commercial) 
were:  Patti Tallent, Barbara Cherry, Lorna Lean  
and  Margaret O’Donnell (s), Merle Welsh, 
Diane Wasley, Dianne Fletcher and Margaret 
Bourne (s). “Good Luck” to all Pennant Players 
and we hope they enjoy a pleasant
and successful bowling year.  

Reminder:  Club Championship Singles to 
commence on 14 February. Entries closed at 
the Meeting held on 7 February.  

Finally, I continue to hope the weather 
remains under 36 degrees while Pennants 
and other events are being played.

Margaret Crichton, Secretary/Treasurer.

We have launched our new website! Visit 
www.howlonggolf.com.au to keep up to date, 
book your accommodation and golf. Keep an 
eye out for bigger and better things in 2018.



The Junior Pennant State Finals were held 
at Newcastle Golf Club on Monday 15 and 
Tuesday 16 January 2018. The four teams 
were faced with a strong breeze even at 
the 8am tee time on Monday. It became a 
strong wind as the day progressed, putts 
were blown off line, and errant shots were 
accentuated by the force of the 60 kph gusts. 
The fairways were like carpet in most areas, 
green and lush, and the sun broke through the 
clouds regularly, making it a pleasant walk if 
you could avoid the wind. The only good thing 
about the wind was that the usually abundant 
“mossies” were blown away as well. 

The Murray DGA played against Northern 
Rivers DGA in a battle of the North v South 
of NSW in the second semi-final (Dubbo GC 
played against Bexley GC in the first semi-
final). Northern Rivers lead in 3, with 2 square 
and Murray lead in one match. The wind was 
picking up and making things difficult for 
everyone, but the Murray players outsmarted 
the conditions and fought back to have 2 
wins to Northern Rivers 1 win with 3-4 holes 
still to play. Northern Rivers won the next to 
draw level at 2-2. This left the number 5 and 
6 players, playing the 18th hole to decide 
the contest. Reilly from Northern Rivers, and 
Lochie from Murray won on the 18th, making 
it 3-3, so the number 1’s had to playoff down 
the 1st hole. Murray’s number 1, Zach pulled 
his drive and the strong tail wind pushed it 
further into the deep rough and he was forced 
to knock it out sideways for 2. His 3rd flew 
the green and he made a great flop shot to 
20cm from the hole for 4. Meanwhile, Conor 
from Northern Rivers had hit a good drive and 
was on the green for 2, about 7m from the 
hole. Having given Zach his short 5th shot, 
Conor two putted to win, getting Northern 
Rivers into the final.

It was a great effort by the team supported by 
our wonderful Janet Rogers, Penny Graeber 
and Steve Philiponi who drove the kids to 
Newcastle and back. We have some amazing 

young golfers in our midst at Howlong Golf 
Resort, and we look forward to seeing them 
continue their amazing form into 2018. 

JUNIOR PENNANT STATE FINALS

Image: Zach O’Collins, Rorey McNamara, Byran Filliponi, 
Laura Fellows, Liam Mount, Lochie Conroy
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HOWLONG VETS GOLF

an 8.00am for an 8.30am shotgun start. 
This is an open competition to those players 
with an official handicap who are 55 years or 
older. The Howlong Veterans annual joining 
fee is only $5 and this will affiliate you with 
the NSW Veterans. If you are affiliated with 
another state's veterans competition you are 
more than welcome to play! If you have any 
questions or would like to play please call the 
Howlong Golf Shop on (02) 6026 5822.

The Hyundai Genesis Howlong Vets 
competition was held on Monday 5 February.  
A beautiful sunny day greeted the field with 
another great turnout of 52 men and 28 
women hitting the course. 

The Men's A Grade winner was John Mason, 
with a score of 38, on a count back from Peter 
Donovan in second place. The Score of the 
day came from Howlong President who had 
a day out with 43 points winning the Men’s B 
grade. Tex Smith was the unlucky runner up 
with 42 points, which on any other day would 
be a winning score.

Sue Harris won the day in the ladies’ division 
with an outstanding score of 40 points to blitz 
the field.  Glenda Marshall finished runner up 
with 37 points on a countback from Waverly 
Golf club visitor Kathleen Unthank.  Glenda 
also managed to achieve a rare feat and had 
an eagle on 7 which was enough for her to 
secure the second place result.  Angela Lee 
took out the nearest the pin on the 2nd with 
Valerie Purves taking the honours on the 5th 
and Maralyn Seddon on the 8th.

Men’s nearest the pins were won by the 
consistent Eddie Fah who took the prize on 
both 2nd and the 5th.  Tex Smith took the 
honours on the 8th to ensure that there was 
no hat trick from Eddie!

A big thank you for the great work from our 
volunteers Barry Bird, Carol Bird and Dave 
Lowe who cooked the free BBQ for all of the 
players.

There are some great events going on at 
Howlong at the moment with the Ladies 
Holden Scramble on 25 February, and the 
Veterans Week of Golf played over four rounds 
With 2 days at Corowa Golf Club and 2 days at 
Howlong commencing on the 5 March.

The next Hyundai Genesis Howlong Veterans 
competition is on Monday, 12th March, with 

Image: Glenda Marshall, Sue Harris, Howlong President 
Graham Gould, Tex Smith and John Mason.

When you buy a Hyundai Genesis, you will 
receive $1000 worth of reward points at 
Howlong Golf Resort! Not a bad way to bring 
in the New Year! Visit www.howlonggolf.com.
au/genesis-member-offer or contact Paul 
Gow on 0429 599 073 for more information.
T&C’s apply 

MEMBERSHIP DEALS



GOLF SHOP NEWS

Club Hire Carts
As we head into peak season for our Resort 
Guest’s, Members are reminded if they 
require a golf cart to immediately inform golf 
shop staff. Golf Carts are at a premium on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays by Resort 
Guest’s and over the majority of the next 3 
months of weekend play, the cart fleet has 
been booked.  The Club only has a small fleet 
of 14 carts and where golf shop staff can, 
they will endeavour to outsource a cart when 
the fleet is booked by Resort Guests. We 
thank our members who very kindly allow us 
to make their carts available to our guests .

Rules of Golf
Mmost members are fully aware the R&A 
have ask all players around the world for their 
feedback concerning the proposed future 
Rules changes. Members are reminded that 
the current 2016 Edition of the Rules of Golf 
remain in force. A detailed release from 
the R&A and USGA in mid-2018 will inform 
golfers of changes to the Rules prior to the 
release of the 2019 Edition of the Rules of 
Golf on January 1, 2019.  

White Hoops protecting the surrounds of 
greens are moveable obstructions. Members 
are reminded when moving a hoop, they 
return the hoop to its original position.

Golf Shop
As the Northern Hemisphere golf season 
gets underway Golf Companies are releasing 
new product. Many of these new products 
are now available in the golf shop, including 
the new Titleist Tour Soft ball.

The all new Titleist Tour Soft golf ball is built 
with their largest core ever and a 4CE grafted 
cover to provide category leading soft feel, 
very fast speed for commanding distance 
and excellent short game performance.

Player Benefits
• Category Leading Soft Feel
• Commanding Distance
• Advanced Short Game Control
• Penetrating Trajectory Consistent  
 Flight

Demo Vokey Wedge Sale 
Before the release of the new Titleist Vokey 
SM 7 wedge the golf shop is clearing demo 
Titleist SM 6 Vokey wedges for $125 each. 
Currently left are 52°, 54°, 56° and 58° all are 
right handed.

Cleveland irons
Cleveland range of woods, hybrids and iron 
sets are in stock.  The new Cleveland HB iron 
and  CBX launcher. Received a gold medal in 
Golf Digest Hot items for 2018 new products. 
In the Super- Game Improvement iron and 
Game Improvement iron categories.

Cleveland HB iron                                                                                
Gold Medal Super 
Game-Improvement iron                                 
Golf Digest                                                                                             

Cleveland CBX iron 
Gold Medal Super 
Game-Improvement iron                                 
Golf Digest                                                                                             
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MELBOURNE ROAD, WODONGA    PHONE: 02 6051 5555    WWW.MCRAENISSAN.COM.AU

WIN A NISSAN
NETBALL PACK
FOR YOUR CLUB!

PACK INCLUDES:
20x - Custom Drink Bottles
4x - Custom Sublimated Bib Set
12x - Custom Nissan Branded Eclipse Netball
1x - Deluxe Pump Needles (2 Pack)
5x - Fingergrip Whistle
1x - Mesh Ball Bag
40x - 6cm Cones
1x - Cone Holder
1x - Electric Compressor
1x - Hand Pump

If your club is part of the Hume, Upper Murray or Tallangatta 
Netball Leagues, you could win a Netball Equipment Pack, 
proudly sponsored by your local Nissan dealer - McRae Nissan  

TO ENTER 
Simply Like our Facebook page at facebook.com/mcraenissan, 
click on the netball post at the top of the page and choose your 
club name. The club with the most votes will win! So get behind 
your local club today - the winning club will be announced on 
20/3/18.  HURRY - VOTE NOW!

(image for illustration purposes only).

DO YOU LOVE
YOUR LOCAL
NETBALL CLUB? 


